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ANTAEUS DANCE & MORRISONDANCE TO PRESENT A SECOND 

LEAF & LIMB AT SCHOEPFLE GARDEN


BIRMINGHAM, OHIO—Cleveland choreographers Joan Meggitt and Sarah Morrison are teaming up again to present their second leaf & limb at Lorain County Metro Parks’ Schoepfle Garden in Birmingham, Ohio on Saturday, July 27, 2002.  The collection of works created and performed by Meggitt, Morrison, and members of their companies, Antaeus Dance and MorrisonDance, will begin at 1:00 p.m., and again at 3:00 p.m.  Performers and musicians will lead garden visitors on a botanical dance tour, highlighting two additional garden sites in the 70-acre preserve created by philanthropist Otto Schoepfle.  Garden visitors are encouraged to bring a blanket, kick off their shoes, and enjoy the splendor of the garden.  The event is free to the public.  Donations are accepted.  

The dance tour commences in the meadow adjacent to the visitor’s center with a MorrisonDance premiere involving three dancers, an accordionist, and a red ball!  Directed by Morrison, and co-created by company members Heather Bauer and Mark Kmit, the piece will end where visitors may follow the “bouncing ball” to the next dance site.  Beth Salemi, a member of Antaeus Dance, will perform in a trio she has created for one of the garden’s two ponds.  Salemi’s new work matches the calm setting of the pond and offers an alternative dynamic quality from the introduction’s frolic.  After leaving the pond, visitors will find a masked feminine figure shifting through the redolent rose garden, and partnering with an upturned well stone.  Finally, visitors will retire to the holly grove, where Meggitt and long-time collaborator Doug Lodge will revisit "Lodestone," a duet built on a powerful exchange of lifts and carries.  Lodge and Meggitt explore the dual nature of support and burden in a landscape of low-lying figures and soaring trees.  This performance features original music composed and performed live by percussionist Matthew Apanius.  “Lodestone” was presented as part of the Meggitt and Morrison’s original leaf & limb (September 2000).

The Schoepfle Garden is a unique and ideal setting for a dance event.  Its topographical range and diversity of plant life, both natural and cultivated, provide a wonderful opportunity for site-specific works that reflect the beauty and importance of nature preserves.  The event offers a diverse sampling of work by three Cleveland dance artists who share an interest in bringing dance to new venues.  Meggitt and Morrison's presentation of leaf & limb is an exciting opportunity for those who are new to dance and a refreshing change for the seasoned dancegoer.  In the event of rain on Saturday, leaf & limb will be presented on Sunday, July 28, 2002 at 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.
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Joan Meggitt (Artistic/Executive Director, Antaeus Dance) is a choreographer, educator, and dancer who has been performing and presenting her work throughout the United States since 1992.  She has been involved in such local community endeavors as Food for Thought and New Steps/DanceReads and, with Antaeus Dance, has taught and presented work in Estonia.   Meggitt teaches full time in the Dance Program at Case Western Reserve University (M.F.A., Dance) and is on the faculty of the Dance Program at Allegheny College (B.A., Economics).  She is also a member of the artistic teaching staff of Passport: Building Community Through the Arts (Cleveland, OH), an arts education and social studies program that teaches primary school students about their global community through the arts.  Meggitt has been a guest artist and lecturer in modern dance at Allegheny College, Colby College, Oberlin College and The School of Ohio Dance Theatre, as well as at English College, Pedagogic University and Viljandi Culture College in Estonia.  Meggitt’s work has received support from the Ohio Arts Council, the United States Embassy in Estonia, and the Fulbright Teachers Exchange Program.  

Sarah Morrison (Artistic/Executive Director, MorrisonDance) began her professional dance career in Atlanta, Ga. with the Lee Harper and Dancers Company.  Morrison relocated to Cleveland in 1992 upon receiving the Creative Achievement Award for her choreography to attend Case Western Reserve University, where she received her B.A. in Theater Arts, her MA in Experimental Psychology, and was awarded the Lily Dreyfuss Memorial Award for excellence in dance and the Eva L. Pancoast Memorial Fellowship.  Since the founding of MorrisonDance (1997), Morrison has been recognized for bringing dance to new and different audiences with creations such as Leaping Into the NET! and Erie Sirens.  Her choreography has also been featured in presentations and festivals including the Cleveland Public Theatre’s award winning DanceWorks series, Food For Thought, the OhioDance Choreographer’s Showcase, the Cleveland Dance Festival, The Downtown Arts Festival (NYC, NY), the International American Choreographer’s Showcase (Mexico City, Mexico), and ProDanza Italia (Castiglioncello, Italy.)  Additionally, Morrison is the research coordinator for the Perception Lab at CWRU.

Beth Salemi received her Master of Fine Arts from the Dance Program at Case Western Reserve University (2002), where she received her B.A. in 1999 (Communication Disorders).  She served as the co-director and choreographer of Mather Dance Collective for five semesters, and her choreography was selected for the Gala Concert at the Mid-Atlantic American College Dance Festival in the spring of 2001.  Beth currently teaches modern dance at CWRU.  She has performed the works of Joan Meggitt and Karen Potter, and traveled this past October to Estonia to perform with Antaeus Dance.  She recently returned from Turkey, where she taught dance at Yildiz University in Istanbul under the auspices of CWRU’s Memorial Eva L. Pancoast Fellowship.  Originally from Chicago, Beth has lived in Cleveland for the past 7 years. 

For more information on this exciting event, please visit http://www.MorrisonDance.com.
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