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MORRISONDANCE SHARES THE MAGIC OF DANCE TO EXPECTING AND UNEXPECTING AUDIENCES 

Cleveland, OH.  In September of 2003, audiences and passers-by will have multiple opportunities to catch MorrisonDance in action as their summer series, THE CITY IS OUR PLAYGROUND wraps into fall.   Whether you are in Cleveland or New York City, you can see the company dancing on Saturday, September 13th.  Artistic Director, Sarah Morrison, will be representing the company with her solo “A Tribute to Sissy Hankshaw,” selected through jury for inclusion in the DanceNow/NYC festival in the “Base Camp Series”  at 1:00pm at the Joyce/SoHo Theater, 155 Mercer Street, NY, NY.  Back in Cleveland, at 7:00pm, company performers, Heather Baur, Rebecca Borger, and Kelly Postiy-Yager will be sharing the stage with many of Cleveland’s most cutting edge performing arts groups at “Pandemonium,” the Cleveland Public Theatre’s 20th anniversary gala, 6415 Detroit Avenue.  This trio will be performing “Out On the Town,” (1996) from the company repertoire - choreography that was originally inspired by Morrison’s impression of Cleveland’s romantic-industrial atmosphere in contrast to her home town of Atlanta, GA.

The very next Saturday, September 20th, the company will pull off another “double-dance-day,” but this time both shows will be in Cleveland.  You can catch the dancers performing at the Tremont Arts and Cultural Festival at 1:15pm at Lincoln Park, where they have historically danced on the grassy lawn, rather than jumping, sliding, and rolling on the grated “truck-stage.”  New jazz choreography being developed by Kelly Postiy-Yager will be included in this family-friendly showing, in addition to other work from the company’s rep.  From 2:00-4:00pm, you can see short dances presented by 12 professional Northeast Ohio dance companies, including Morrison’s “A Tribute to Sissy Hankshaw” (if you miss it in New York) at the Ohio Theater during the Playhouse Square CenterFEST.

These performances will wrap up the MorrisonDance series created to share dance with more than those who already appreciate it and to reach out beyond Ohio borders.  Since June, MorrisonDance has been performing 

on asphalt, concrete, and on more accommodating grassy areas, in attempts to share the magic of dance with

-more-

those who may just not have experienced it yet!  They surprised visitors at the first annual Taste of Tremont 

event, dancing in the middle of Professor Avenue, “busker” style.  Additionally Morrison was invited to share improvisational vignettes at the 2nd annual Chicago Buskerfest, where she revived small sections of “Erie Sirens” amidst the Tall Ships docked along Wacker Street and the heavily populated Michigan Avenue.  While the rest of the company could not come along due to the costs involved, Morrison got a lot of help from her audience, and was particularly impressed with Max, a young 8 year-old Chicago visitor, who stumbled upon her performance during a family outing.  Young Max happily described the entire story of the Odyssey, including the Sirens, and factual tidbits about the sailors with Odysseus, in true oral report style!

Additional aspects of the summer series include un-announced outdoor rehearsals in various public spaces in the Ohio City and Tremont areas, including an open rehearsal with children from the dance company’s neighboring Bellwether Childcare center in Ohio City.  Morrison explains, “I find that people connect the most deeply to something when they feel as though they have discovered it for themselves.  There is magic when the ‘dog-walker’ stumbles upon a dance rehearsal in the school playground, and rather than rushing home to watch TV, or ‘to get some work done for a deadline tomorrow’, she sits down for a moment, and enjoys the addition to her daily environment.  After that, maybe she notices the poster announcing a dance concert at her local coffee shop, and decides to go to the theater…and maybe she brings a friend…and the cycle continues.”

So, if you have or haven’t experienced watching contemporary dance, come out to some welcoming atmospheres to see some exciting work by a Cleveland dance company who wishes to share it with you personally.  And if you just stumble upon a rehearsal – please, feel free to stay and watch.

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans.  For more information on this performance series, or other work by MorrisonDance, please visit www.MorrisonDance.com.
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